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PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Serial No.: 10/674,198 ) 

Filed: September 29, 2003 ) 

Art Unit: 3677 

Examiner: K. Mitchell 
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Applicant: Clinch et al. 

Atty Docket No.: 140/40652/975 

TRANSMITTAL OF SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
AFTER MAILING OF OFFICE ACTION 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

In accordance with Applicant's duty of candor under 37 CFR §1.56 and in compliance 
with 37 CFR §1.97 and §1.98, Applicants submit the present Supplemental Information 
Disclosure Statement. A copy of the listed references are included herewith. This Supplemental 
Information Disclosure Statement and the enclosures constitute a bona fide attempt to comply 
with 37 CFR §1.97 and §1.98. 

Applicants first became aware of the references cited in this Supplemental Information 
Disclosure Statement through an Office Action dated November 17, 2004, which issued in 
connection with United States patent application Serial No. 10/341,575. 

The Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement transmitted herewith is being 
filed after receipt of the first Office Action but before the Notice of Allowance and before the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Applicants state that no item of information contained in the Supplemental Information 
Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart 
foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing the certification after making 
reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the Supplemental Information Disclosure 
Statement was known to any individual designated in § 1 .56(c) more than three months prior to 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the 
United States Postal Service as first dass mail In an enveiopo 
addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450: 

Date cf Deposit: January 20. 2005 

— ^m^sJ^ — 



the filing of the Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement. 

Applicants believe that a fee is not required for this submission. If the Commissioner 
believes that a fee is required, the Commissioner is authorized to such fee to Deposit Account 
No. 20-1495. 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §1 .97, the presentation of this information shall not be 
construed as a representation that no other material information as defined in 37 C.F.R. §1.56 
exists, or as an admission that the information cited in this statement is, or is considered to be, 
material to patentability as defined in 37 C.F.R. §1.56. 



Respectfully submitted. 
Dated: January 20, 2005 By:_ 




jrmnea, 

LMk 

A. Giangiorgi, Rdg. No. 24,2 



Chard A. Giangiorgi, Rdg. No. 24,284 
nes A. O'Malley, Reg. No. 45,952 
EXLER, BUSHNELL, GIANGIORGI, 
BLACKSTONE & MARR, LTD. 
105 W. Adams Street, 36th Floor 
Chicago, Illinois 60603 
(312) 704-1890 
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10/674,198 



September 29, 2003 



James P. Clinch 



3677 



K. Mitchell 



v Shea I 1 



Attorney Docket Number 



140/40652/975 



U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Document Number 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages.C olumns, Lines, Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


Number-Kind Code 1 






US- 












US- 












US- 












US- 












US- 












US- 












US- 












US- 












US- 












US- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 









FOREIGN PATENT DOCU 


MENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Foreign PatentD ocument 
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Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 
Where Relevant Passages 
Or Relevant Figures Appear 
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DE1 9533 138 


07/11/1996 


DAIMLER BENZ AG 










WO03/042557 


05/22/2003 
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Considered 





considered. Include copy of thro form with next communication to epplicent. 1 Applicant's unique cltat'on des : o«et ; cn number (opsone!). 2 See K»nds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.gov or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 F or 
Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by 
the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST.16 If possible. °Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language 
Translation is attached. 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an applicaton. Confidentially is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time wiil vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND 
TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 (1-800-786-9199) and select option 2. 



